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President of the Society: Daniel Russell 
Chairperson: Mara Wade 

Treasurer: Elizabeth C. Black 
Website: www.emblemstudies.org 

 
 

The Newsletter is vital to our community of researchers, providing information and updates 
on research, conferences, publications and other information. Please send us your updates 
for inclusion in the next Newsletter.  
 
We ask that you update your subscription information (if you havenõt done so before) to 
include your e-mail address for electronic delivery of the Newsletter. Please write to Mara 
Wade, mwade@illinois.edu, or Elizabeth Black, eblack@odu.edu, to update your contact 
information and to inquire about subscription payments. 

National Representatives 
 

The National Representatives for the Society are as follows: 

¶ Austria: Ingrid Höpel & Johannes Köhler, Kunsthistorisches Institut der Universität 
Kiel, Olshausenstr. 40, D-24118 Kiel, Germany. 

¶ Belgium: Wim van Dongen, Molenstraat 31, B-2018 Antwerp. 

¶ Canada: Mary Silcox, Department of English, Chester New Hall 321, McMaster 
University, 1280 Main Street W., Hamilton, Ontario, L8S 4L9. 

http://www.emblemstudies.org/
mailto:mwade@illinois.edu
mailto:eblack@odu.edu
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¶ France: Anne-Elisabeth Spica, 5 Rue des Piques, 57000 Metz. 

¶ Germany: Ingrid Höpel & Johannes Köhler, Kunsthistorisches Institut der Universität 
Kiel, Olshausenstr. 40, D-24118 Kiel. 

¶ Japan: Misako Matsuda, 1-16-13 Nakamachi, Tokyo 158-0091. 

¶ The Netherlands: Wim van Dongen, Molenstraat 31, B-2018 Antwerp, Belgium. 

¶ Spain: Sagrario López Poza, C/ Cerquidos, 1, 15660 Cambre (A Coruña). 

¶ U.S: Debra Barrett-Graves, 125 Shoreline Circle, Apt. 360, San Ramon, CA 94582. 

New Treasurer 
 

The Society thanks Professor Arnoud Visser, Utrecht University, for his years of service as 
treasurer of SES. In 2011 Professor Visser assumed the position as Professor of Textual 
Culture in the Renaissance Low Countries with an endowed faculty position through the 
Algemeen-Nederlands Verbond.  
Please see his homepage: www.uu.nl/hum/staff/ASQVisser/0.  
 
During his tenure as treasurer Professor Visser worked with dedication to develop accurate 
membership lists, exercise oversight over the Societyõs funds, and smooth the transition to 
the on-line payment system. Thank you, Arnoud, for your dedicated service. SES wishes you 
continued success in your academic career, and, of course, with respect to Emblem Studies. 
We look forward to seeing you at future meetings of SES. 
 
SES welcomes Professor Elizabeth Black, Old Dominion University, Virginia, as the new 
treasurer of SES. Well known to our community, Elizabeth completed the MA at Glasgow 
University with Professor Laurence (Billy) Grove; and the PhD at the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign in French literature and culture. Emblematics is one of her core areas 
of expertise. The Society thanks her for taking on the position as treasurer and looks 
forward to working with her in the future. She can be contacted at eblack@odu.edu. 

Membership Information 

Banking and Payment of Membership Dues 
 
The shift of the Societyõs banking to Urbana, Illinois is now complete and we are moving 
toward a completely on-line banking system. Nevertheless, the Society continues to welcome 
members who want to receive their newsletter by postal mail and who are unable to pay 
their dues on-line. Please keep us informed of your preferences. You can contact the 
treasurer, Elizabeth Black, eblack@odu.edu, or Mara Wade, mwade@illinois.edu, to make 
arrangements. If you know of members without email and internet, please encourage them 
to send us their postal information so we can reach them. 
 
Online payments can be made using PayPal here: www.emblemstudies.org 
Just press the ôdonateõ button on the website. 
 
 

 

http://www.uu.nl/hum/staff/ASQVisser/0
mailto:eblack@odu.edu
mailto:eblack@odu.edu
mailto:mwade@illinois.edu
http://www.emblemstudies.org/
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Newsletter Distribution  
 
The Newsletter is distributed as PDF to our e-mail list. To sign up or to update your contact 
information, please write to Wim van Dongen at emblemnews@yahoo.com. 
 
If you are an SES member and have not received the Newsletter by e-mail, please contact 
the Treasurer, Elizabeth Black, eblack@odu.edu or Mara Wade mwade@illinois.edu with 
your current contact information. 
 
If you are an SES member and do not have access to email or internet, please write to your 
national representative or contact Wim van Dongen about receiving a paper copy by postal 
mail: Wim van Dongen, Molenstraat 31, 2018 Antwerp, Belgium. 
 

Newsletter Archive 
 
Recent copies of the Newsletter are posted here: 
german.lss.wisc.edu/~smoedersheim/newsletter 
 

Website: www.emblemstudies.org 
 

Please note that the SES web site has moved to a new address and is now hosted by Utrecht 
University. Contact: Arnoud Visser: a.s.q.visser@uu.nl. 
The website is currently under construction. 
  
 

 
 

 

Upcoming Conferences ð Calls for Papers 

 
The Society for Emblem Studies ð 10th International Conference in Kiel (Germany) 
 
The Tenth International Conference of the Society for Emblem Studies will take place in 
Kiel, Germany, from Monday 28 July to Friday 1 August, 2014.  
 
The conference will devote itself to the entire spectrum of emblem studies and papers on all 
aspects of emblematics are welcome. In additional to a traditional focus on emblem books, 
the conference will focus on four thematic clusters:  
 
 

mailto:emblemnews@yahoo.com
mailto:eblack@odu.edu
mailto:mwade@illinois.edu
http://german.lss.wisc.edu/~smoedersheim/newsletter.htm
http://www.emblemstudies.org/
mailto:a.s.q.visser@uu.nl
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The Domains of the Emblem: Changes in Medium  
While emblems are closely associated with the development of printing, emblems can be 
found in all aspects of life and culture, and they were adapted to these new spaces and uses 
beyond the page. The choice, application, space, adaption and invention, the compilation of 
emblematic programs in sacred and secular architectural spaces, and their application to 
furniture and objects constitute one thematic cluster of the conference. This includes, of 
course, ephemeral emblems in festivals and theater, and in baptismal and funeral rituals. 
Emblems in devotional books, novels and other literary genres, on title pages and in 
paintings and graphics are further topics for consideration. This rubric also includes 
transitional forms of emblematic expressions, such as emblematized fables and imprese and 
devices as manifestations of individual or dynastic maxims.  
 
History of Emblem Research  
The Tenth Conference of the Society for Emblem Studies provides the opportunity to 
continue the impetus from the Glasgow conference in 2011 by looking both forward and 
backward. The beginnings and development of the study of emblems and its most important 
representatives, beginning with Henry Green, the discoverer of Alciato, and the scholar of 
mannerism, Mario Praz, will provide the focus here. It will be particularly interesting to 
compare the various national research traditions and various directions in emblem research 
with one another, as well as to discover other relationships and contexts. The critical look 
back is intended to give impetus to new directions in research.  
 
Digitization and Documentation  
This area has increasingly become an important focus of research. In addition to completed 
individual emblem projects with a national or thematic focus, Emblematica Online and its 
OpenEmblem Portal are now established, providing cross-repository searching across 
international boundaries. While work continues to expand the scope of the Portal, there now 
exist a substantial online corpus for emblem studies that facilitates and supports comparative 
research. There is now greater access to emblem books than ever before. This also supports 
the study of non-literary emblems.  
 
Text and Image Combinations in Modern Art  
The juxtaposition of textual and pictorial elements can be observed in many forms of 
modern art: photography and painting with integrated or accompanying texts, films, and 
videos, interactive and internet-based art, and performative art strategies and interventions in 
public spaces create tension between image and language/text elements. Previously 
unknown and entirely new forms of expression have been created by assuming textual 
structures into pictorial forms and by fixing and encoding syntactic models in pictorial 
contexts. This thematic cluster of the conference is dedicated to questions concerning how 
modern art employs emblematic strategies that are, however, distinctly different from 
emblematic ways of constituting meaning. An exhibition in Kielõs Kunsthalle will 
complement this part of the conference.  
 
Conference languages are German, English, French, or Spanish. Please let us know if you 
would like to moderate a section.  
 
Conference web site: www.kunstgeschichte.uni-kiel.de/de/society-for-emblem-studies 
 

http://www.kunstgeschichte.uni-kiel.de/de/society-for-emblem-studies
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Registration:  
www.kunstgeschichte.uni-kiel.de/de/society-for-emblem-studies/registration-information 
 
Contact: Ingrid Höpel 
Kunsthistorisches Institut der Christian-Albrechts-Universität Kiel, 24098 Kiel, Germany.  
E-mail: ihoepel@kunstgeschichte.uni-kiel.de 
E-mail: kunstgeschichte@email.uni-kiel.de 
 

 

Emblem Sessions the Renaissance Society of America Conference 
 
2014 RSA Conference, 27-29 March 2014, New York City 
Sessions organized by Tamara Goeglein. 
 
Emblems and the Arts 
Sponsor: Society for Emblem Studies 
Organizer: Tamara Goeglein (Franklin & Marshall College) 
Chair:  Tamara Goeglein (Franklin & Marshall College) 
 

¶ Gilly Wraight: Personalising the impersonal; a discussion of the inclusion of emblem pictura in the 
design of embroidered book-bindings stitched to cover Early Modern printed texts. 

¶ Christina Mandt, Rutgers University: Film in Autumn ð The Episode Film Germany in Autumn 
Read as Baroque Emblem. 

¶ Katrin Froescher, University of Stuttgart: The baroque ceiling emblems in Ludwigsburg Palace: 
Their provenance and application. 

¶ Liana Cheney, SIELAE, Universidad de Coruna, Spain: Bernardino Poccettiõs Emblem: The 
Ceiling of Palazzo Marsichi Lenzi. 

 
Emblems and Narrative 
Sponsor: Society for Emblem Studies 
Organizer: Tamara Goeglein (Franklin & Marshall College)  
Chair:  Tamara Goeglein (Franklin & Marshall College) 
 

¶ Hilary Binda, Tufts University: ò[A]s a sacred symbol it may dwelló: Spenser's Postsecularity. 

¶ Claudia Mesa, Moravian College: Telling Pictures: Emblems and Visual Metaphors in Early 
Modern Spain. 

¶ Ariane Schwartz, Dartmouth College: How should I live? Horatian Emblems, Neo-Stoicism, and 
the case of Otto van Veenõs Emblemata Horatiana. 

¶ Mara Wade, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign: The Body of the Emblem. 
 
For more information please go to the conference web site (rsa.org) or contact the 
organizer, Tamara Goeglein at tamara.goeglein@fandm.edu 
 
 

 

http://www.kunstgeschichte.uni-kiel.de/de/society-for-emblem-studies/registration-information
mailto:ihoepel@kunstgeschichte.uni-kiel.de
mailto:kunstgeschichte@email.uni-kiel.de
http://rsa.org/
mailto:tamara.goeglein@fandm.edu
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Call for Papers for the 2015 RSA conference 
 
In Honor of the Brandenburg Gate: Emblematic Gates 
 
To honor the Brandenburg Gate as a 
landmark of Berlin, this session invites 
papers that explore emblematic gates and 
gatekeeping. Gates are points of entry and 
exit. They control individuals, space, and 
water. They signal closed space, urban 
space, and sacred space. They imprison and 
they secure. They not only regulate 
flooding, as in a watergate, but they also 
resonate with political scandal, as in Nixonõs 
Watergate affair. They decorate, ameliorate, 
and even exaggerate. They shape the natural 
world and tame its animals. In short, they 
are richly emblematic. Papers need not 
focus exclusively on early modern emblems. 
 
Contact: Tamara Goeglein at tamara.goeglein@fandm.edu 
 
 

 
 

South-Central Renaissance Conference - Exploring the Renaissance 2014 
 
Tucson, Arizona - April 3ð5, 2014 
 
Sponsored by: 
The South-Central Renaissance Conference 
The Queen Elizabeth I Society 
The Marvell Society 
The Society for the Study of Early Modern Women 
The Society for Renaissance Art History 
 
The South-Central Renaissance Conference is an interdisciplinary association of Renaissance 
scholars with membership drawn from North America and Europe. SCRC takes pride in 
being the oldest and friendliest Renaissance conference in North America. 
SCRC hosts an annual meeting titled Exploring the Renaissance: An International Conference. Host 
cities have included Malibu, California, Savannah, Georgia, St. Louis and Kansas City in 
addition to New Orleans, Hot Springs, Arkansas and cities in Oklahoma and Texas. The 
SCRC's international flavor comes partly from organizations such as The Queen Elizabeth I 
Society, The Andrew Marvel Society, and The Society for Renaissance Art History, which 
always meet in conjunction with SCRC and sponsor paper sessions. At the 2007 meeting in 
San Antonio 116 juried papers were presented in concurrent sessions over three days. 
 

Charles Meynier (1768-1832): Einzug Napoleons an der 
Spitze seiner Truppen durch das Brandenburger Tor, 
nach der siegreichen Schlacht bei Jena und Auerstedt. 
Berlin, 27. Oktober 1806. [Palace of Versailles, Oil on 
canvas, 1810]. 

mailto:tamara.goeglein@fandm.edu
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Special features of each annual meeting are the William Hunter Lecture in Renaissance 
Studies; The Louis Martz Lecture in an aspect of Renaissance art, literature, history, or 
philosophy; The Saturday Luncheon Keynote Lecture; and the special events organized by 
the Queen Elizabeth I Society. 
 
The SCRC publication Explorations in Renaissance Culture is an independent scholarly journal 
whose articles are fully refereed by a board of internationally prominent scholars. It appears 
twice a year. The SCRC bi-annual newsletter, Discoveries, features news, reviews, and shorter 
articles. 
 
Website: scrc.us.com 
 
Contact: President: Debra Barrett-Graves, Professor 
California State University, East Bay, 25800 Carlos Bee Boulevard  
Department of English, 2587 Music Building, Hayward, CA 94582  
debra.barrett-graves@csueastbay.edu 
 

 

 
 

Emblem Sessions at Kalamazoo 2014 (May 8-11, 2014) 
 
Emblem Studies I:  
Organizer: Sabine Mödersheim (University of Wisconsin-Madison) 
Chair:  Pedro F. Campa (University of Tennessee at Chattanooga) 
 

¶ Sabine Mödersheim (University of Wisconsin-Madison): Digital Emblems: The New 
Mnemosyne Atlas. 

¶ Bernard Deschamps (McGill University): Tintin and Mythology. From Athena to Castor and 
Pollux: The Secondary Figures. 

¶ Francis Bright (University of Redlands): Inhabit/Inhibit: Containment in Corrozet's òBlasons 
domestiquesó and Tableau de Cèbes. 

 
Emblem Studies II: Emblems and Visual Culture 
Organizer: Sabine Mödersheim (University of Wisconsin-Madison) 
Chair:  Sabine Mödersheim (University of Wisconsin-Madison) 
 

¶ Pedro F. Campa (University of Tennessee at Chattanooga): Polyantheas, Proverbs, Apothegms 
and Classical Florilegia in the Evolution of the Emblem. 

¶ Valerie J. Erickson (Society for Emblem Studies, Independent Scholar): Geffrey Whitney's 
Janus Sandwich: 'Choice of Emblemes' and England's Past, Present, and Future in the 1580s. 

¶ Tamara A. Goeglein (Franklin & Marshall College): The Emblematics of Edmund Spenser's 
òShepheardes Calenderó. 

 
For more information please contact the session organizer: 
Sabine Mödersheim: smoedersheim@wisc.edu or visit www.wmich.edu/medieval/congress. 
  

http://www.scrc.us.com/explorations.shtml
http://www.scrc.us.com/discoveries.shtml
http://www.scrc.us.com/
mailto:debra.barrett-graves@csueastbay.edu
mailto:smoedersheim@wisc.edu
http://www.wmich.edu/medieval/congress.
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Call for Papers for the 2015 Emblem Sessions at Kalamazoo 
 
The 50th International Congress on Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, May 14-17, 2015 
 
The Congress is an annual gathering of over 3,000 scholars interested in Medieval Studies. It 
features over 600 sessions of papers, panel discussions, roundtables, workshops, and 
performances. There are also some 90 business meetings and receptions sponsored by 
learned societies, associations, and institutions and a book exhibit by nearly 70 publishers 
and used book dealers. More information and a full conference program is available on the 
congress web site: www.wmich.edu/medieval/congress/index.html. 
 
Sponsored sessions on emblem studies and related fields are organized by Sabine 
Mödersheim (University of Wisconsin-Madison). Proposals for papers are invited from all 
disciplines on topics ranging from emblem theory to modern adaptions and digitization. 
Suggested themes include: 
 

¶ Emblem books and manuscripts.  

¶ Medieval sources for emblems and imprese.  

¶ Emblems and heraldry, court culture, and royal entries.  

¶ Emblem and the arts and in architecture.  

¶ Symbol theories and emblematic ideas in art and writing.  

¶ Emblems and national traditions.  

¶ Emblems in religious practice and theology.  

¶ Emblems in political discourses and iconography.  

¶ Emblems in the material and visual culture.  

¶ Emblems and the history of the book.  
 
We welcome new approaches to emblem studies, including gender perspectives, global 
reception and production of emblems, contribution on the practice and theory of emblem 
digitization. Graduate students in the advanced stages of their dissertation are enouraged to 
participate and to apply.  
 
Abstracts, along with an abstract cover sheet (available on the Kalamazoo website at 
www.wmich.edu/medieval/congress) are due by September 1, 2014.  
 
Inquiries about the panels and submissions should be addressed to Sabine Mödersheim at 
smoedersheim@wisc.edu.  
 
Please send your proposal to the session organizer: 
Sabine Mödersheim, Director, Center for Early Modern Studies 
University of Wisconsin - Madison, Department of German 
818 Van Hise Hall, 1220 Linden Drive, Madison, WI 53706 
Fax (608) 262 7949, Email: smoedersheim@wisc.edu 
 
International Congress on Medieval Studies.  
The Medieval Institute Western Michigan University Kalamazoo MI 49008-5432 USA. 
Website: wmich.edu/medieval/congress. 

http://www.wmich.edu/medieval/congress/index.html
http://www.wmich.edu/medieval/congress
mailto:smoedersheim@wisc.edu
http://wmich.edu/medieval/congress
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Sixteenth Century Studies & Conference 
 

SES becomes an affiliate of the Sixteenth Century Studies & Conference (SCSC) 
 
The SCSC Council voted unanimously in favor of granting the Society for Emblem Studies 
affiliated society status and invites proposals for panels at the SCSC conferences. The 
Sixteenth Century Society and Conference promotes scholarship on the early modern era, 
broadly defined (ca. 1450 ð ca. 1660). Providing opportunities for intellectual exchange 
among scholars of the period, the Society also actively encourages the integration of younger 
colleagues into the academic community. The geographical scope of the organization is as 
international as its membership. The SCSC welcomes scholars from all disciplines in early 
modern studies, including history, art history, religion, history of science, musicology, and 
literary and cultural studies in English, French, German, Italian, and Spanish. The Society 
holds one annual meeting in a different city each year, usually during the month of October, 
with an average of more than 700 participants. We are delighted that the Society for 
Emblem Studies has become affiliated with SCSC, and are pleased to offer our members 
further venues for their research. 
 

 
The next meetings will take place in New Orleans in Oct 2014; in Vancouver in Oct 2015; 
and in Bruges, Belgium 2016. Everyone attending the SCSC meetings must pay the SCSC 
conference registration fees, and, of course be members of SES. Please see the SCSC 
website at: www.sixteenthcentury.org. 
 
If you would like to organize a panel for 2014 in New Orleans, or if you are interested in 
becoming the SES representative to SCSC, please submit a short statement of intent to Mara 
Wade at mwade@illinois.edu. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.sixteenthcentury.org/
mailto:mwade@illinois.edu
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Call for Papers for the Society of Antiquaries of London  
 

An Interdisciplinary Symposium at the Society of Antiquaries of London  
London, 26th April 2014 

 
ôTime has transfigured them into / Untruthõ (Philip Larkin) 
 
In his 1844 short story Earthõs Holocaust, Nathaniel Hawthorne sees heraldic signs reaching 
ôlike lines of lightõ into the past, but also as encrypted and obsolete. Proliferating and arcane, 
unique, ubiquitous, and inscrutable, the heraldic has been a major presence across the arts 
since medieval times; yet it remains, culturally and critically, enigmatic. 
 
The organisers of this interdisciplinary symposium, Professor Fiona Robertson (St Maryõs 
University College) and Dr Peter Lindfield (University of St Andrews) invite proposals for 
twenty-minute papers on any aspect of the employment and perception of the heraldic in 
literature, history, art, architecture, design, fashion, and contemporary and historical practice. 
 
The programme will include a keynote address by Professor Vaughan Hart (University of 
Bath); a special session on the heraldry of Horace Walpoleõs Strawberry Hill and William 
Beckfordõs Fonthill Abbey; and papers on eighteenth-century antiquariesõ exploration of the 
heraldic and on heraldry in nineteenth-century British and American literature. 
 
Topics may include, but are not restricted to: 
- the languages and grammar of heraldry 
- armoiries parlantes, allusions and puns 
- imaginary and fantastical heraldry 
- decoration and display 
- blazonry and identity: nations, groups, individuals 
- mock- and sham-heraldics; parody and subversion 
- practices of memory and memorialization 
- history, development, and modern practice 
- blazon and the body 
- heraldic revivalism; medievalism; romance 
- enigma, error, and absence: the bar sinister and the blank shield 
- individual designers, writers, and collectors 
- gendered identity 
- hierarchies of signs 
- international and interdisciplinary perspectives 
 
Proposals of 200 words should be sent to heraldics2014@gmail.com by 10 January 2014.  
 
More information can be found on the conference website: heraldics2014.wordpress.com. 
 
Fiona Robertson and Peter Lindfield plan to edit a collection of essays arising from 
the symposium.  
 

 

javascript:main.compose('new',%20't=heraldics2014@gmail.com')
http://heraldics2014.wordpress.com/
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Conference Reports  
 

The 9th International Congress of the Sociedad Española de Emblemática 
 
Spanish Society of Emblematics Malaga (25 - 27 September, 2013) 
 
The Sociedad Española de Emblemática held its 9th International Congress at the Faculty of 
Philosophy and Letters of the University of Malaga, with the theme Confluence of Image 
and Word. Emblematics and Rhetorical Artifice. Delegates from all regions of Spain and 
from Brazil, Denmark, Italy, Mexico, Poland, Portugal, Scotland, and the U.S.A. presented a 
total of sixty-two papers on subjects as varied as books of emblems and devices, emblem 
authors, proto-, para- and applied emblematics, hieroglyphs, iconography, allegory, public 
festivities, exequies etc.  

 
The impeccable 
organiza-tion in charge 
of Professors Reyes 
Escalera Pérez, José 
Miguel Morales Folguera, 
Francisco J. Talavera 
Esteso, and their staff, 
allied to the support of 
several official entities, 
the wonderful weather, 
the beauty and hospitality 
of the city, its many 
important monuments 
and museums, and the 
savory local Mediterra-
nean cuisine competed 
for the absolute success 
of the meeting. The 
opening session was 

honored by the presence of representatives of the superior organs of the University of 
Malaga. 
 
Plenary lectures were delivered at the Facultyõs Mar²a Zambrano Graduation Room by 
Professor Juan Francisco Esteban Lorente (University of Zaragoza), on the subject 
Seducidos con la emblemática [Seduced by emblematics]; by Professor Beatriz Antón 
Martínez (University of Valladolid), on Los Emblemata (Frankfurt, 1596) de D. Lebeo 
Batilio: Clasicismo, Neoestoicismo, Calvinismo [D. Lebeo Batilioõs Emblemata (Frankfurt, 
1596): Classicism, Neostoicism, Calvinism]; and by Professor Víctor Infantes de Miguel 
(Complutense University of Madrid), under the title Charta Lusoria, dealing with ancient 
Spanish playing cards symbols. 
 
In the afternoon of the second day, the company paid a visit to the majestic Gothic 
Cathedral, where they had the opportunity of appreciating and being fully informed about 
the wonderful wood carvings of the choir stalls and the two twin 18th-century pipe organs, 
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the biggest in their genre in Spain, besides hearing an exclusive recital executed in one of 
them by the Cathedralõs official organist Adalberto Mart²nez Solaesa. 
 
Next, a plenary meeting was held at the Conference Room of the Universityõs Rectorate, 
during which took place the presentation of the Number 4 (2012) of Imago. Revista de 
Emblem§tica y Cultura Visual, the official journal of the Society; of the Societyõs web-page 
(www.emblematica.es); of the volume Palabras, símbolos, emblemas. Las estructuras gráficas 
de la representación, an Annex of Imago 4 containing the Proceedings of the 8th Congress, 
edited by Ana Martínez Pereira, Inmaculada Osuna and Víctor Infantes (Madrid: Turpin 
Editores, Sociedad Española de Emblemática, 2013); of the book Adriano Junio. Emblemas, 
which is the object of a separate note in this Newsletter; and of volume 1 of Pierio 
Valerianoõs Jerogl²ficos. Pr·logo General y Libros I-V, a translation into Spanish of 
Valerianoõs Hieroglyphica edited by Prof. Jos® Talavera Esteso, with a preface by Prof. 
Sagrario López Poza (Alcañiz-Madrid: Instituto de Estudios Humanísticos, CSIC, 2013). 

 
A splendid confraternization dinner closed the day 
at the traditional restaurant La reserva del Olivo, 
right in the heart of the cityõs lively tourist zone. 
 
At the closing session, certificates were delivered to 
the assistants whose participation had been made 
possible thanks to grants from the Fundación Ana 
María Aldama Roy. Estudios Latinos. 
 
During the days of the Congress, the General 
Assembly of the Sociedad Española de 
Emblemática held two meetings to treat internal 
organizational and administrative matters. The 
previous board of directors (President: Prof. Rafael 
García-Mahíques, University of Valencia; Vice-
President: Prof. Víctor Infantes de Miguel, 
Complutense University of Madrid; Secretary: Prof. 
José Roso Díaz, University of Extremadura, 
Caceres) was maintained, with the exception of the 

Treasurer, Prof. Jesús Ureña Bracero (University of Extremadura, Caceres), who has been 
replaced, at his own request, after a unanimously recognized quite proficient tenure of that 
position for many years, by Prof. Inmaculada Rodríguez Moya (Jaume I University, 
Castellon). The Advisory Committee was kept unchanged. The decision on the seat of the 
next congress was postponed so that candidacies may be presented and submitted to 
consultation to the whole membership in the immediate months. A three-member 
committee was appointed in order to review the Societyõs rules governing the presentation 
of such candidacies.   
       
Rubem Amaral Jr. 
 
 

  

http://www.emblematica.es/
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ôSpiritual Optiksõ: Jesuits and Visual Culture (May 6-7, 2013) 
 

Center for Early Modern Studies, University of Wisconsin - Madison, at Memorial 
Library Special Collections, organized by Sabine Mödersheim with Robin Rider and 
Florence Hsia. 

 
The conference explored the wide range of images produced and used by Jesuit authors and 
artists to promote the Counterreformation and the scientific advancement alike, building on 
the exhibition and project òJesuits and the Construction of Knowledge, 1540ð1773ó. 
(specialcollections.library.wisc.edu/exhibits/archives.html#y2011) 

 
As missionaries, scholars, teachers, authors, and members of learned academies, members of 
the Society of Jesus exerted great influence on the world of early modern European book 
culture, in particular illustrated volumes in fields such as astronomy, mathematics, history, 
travel, geography, as well as works of systematic theology, prayer books, and preaching 
manuals. When Ignatius of Loyala commissioned Geronimo Nadal with the publication of a 
gospel compilation illustrated by images for the college of Massina (Evangelicae Historiae 
Imagines), it initiated not only the frequent use of images in the class room and school 
books, but also set in motion a vast production of printed images intended to help readers 
and students memorize the moral lessons spanning from allegorical title pages for books on 
science and travel to illustrated catechisms and emblem books. Notably, Jesuits published 

Christophorus Clavius, Gnomonices libri octo, é Rome, 
1581. 

André Tacquet, Opera Mathematica. Antwerp, 1707 

http://specialcollections.library.wisc.edu/exhibits/archives.html#y2011

